152       Memoirs of Alexander Iswolsky
was always considered by the Dvoriane to be the real
capital.
My father, who was born in the first quarter of the
nineteenth century, was a typical representative of
his class. Open-minded and erudite, he had frequented
as a young man the salon of Madame Elaguine, which
was the centre of the cultivated society of Moscow.
He met there, besides the coterie of Pouschkine, such
adepts of occidental culture as Tchaadaieff and the
historian Granovsky, as well as the first apostles of
Slavophilism, among whom were Samarine, Khomiakoff
and the brothers Kireievsky. He had begun by serving
in the army, like all well-born young Russians of that
period, but soon abandoning the military career, he
was for several years the trusted assistant of a near rela-
tive of my mother's, Count Mouravieff-Amoursky,
Governor-General of Eastern Siberia, who had gained
great renown as conqueror and organizer of the vast
region of the Amour.
Count Mouravieff-Amoursky was noted for his liberal
ideas, and had gathered about him in Irkoutsk, the
capital of Eastern Siberia, a group of distinguished
young men imbued with the same ideas. This group
became intimate with the families of the Decembrists,
who had been exiled to Siberia thirty years before,
for having taken part in the conspiracy of 1825, and
who, after passing many years in the more remote regions
of Siberia, had finally obtained permission to establish
themselves at Irkoutsk. In a recent article published
in the Revue de Paris, entitled " Une Elite en Exil"
my daughter described, from memoirs of that epoch,
the life led by the Decembrists, some of whom, such
as the Princes Wolkonsky and Troubetzkoy, belonged
to tte most illustrious families of Russia and all of